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we have varying degrees of self-love; we enjoy emotional attachments to mem-
bers of our own sex.
The transition from early self-love to the homosexual stage is a compara-
tively simple one, because in a sense the child becomes interested in his mirror
image, i.e., in another person just like himself. The predominance of homo-
sexual interests is quite normal for everyone at this stage and is expressed ac-
ceptably in the tendency to form gangs and to choose chums. It is the age of
"crushes" and of hero worship. Youth organizations such as the Boy Scouts,
the Girl Scouts, the Girl Reserves, the Hi-Y, and the Campfire Girls thrive be-
cause of this normal interest in persons of the same sex.
This interest in one of the same sex continues throughout life, though with
much less intensity than between 8 and 15 years of age, The satisfaction de-
rived from such associations is the basis of all social impulses. Close friendship,
comradeship, and esprit de corps are the forerunners of the interest, devotion,
and love of the individual for mankind in general. While the normal mature
adult reaches a developmental level at which his sexual satisfactions are largely
invested in one chosen individual of the opposite sex, he does not give up social
enjoyment of individuals of the same sex. The participation of men and
women in separated social groups, clubs, fraternal organizations, and religious
societies contributes importantly to our culture. It is a form of sublimated
homosexual gratification.
Certainly there is no better example than the wartime Army of an organiza-
tion built on entirely masculine lines. Therefore, in a technical, psychiatric
sense, it was fundamentally a homosexual society. Yet it was in no sense a
pathological unit. Its success depended on the ability of men to get along with,
live with, and work with other men, and to accept the almost total exclusion
of women from their lives. The introduction of the Women's Army Corps
did not change this situation to any great degree. Therefore, certain adjustments
were required of the "normal" adult when he moved into a society made up
so exclusively of members of his own sex, particularly if he was between the
ages of 18 and 35.
Since all sexuality is so closely linked with morals in our culture, only
occasionally does one find an objective attitude toward it. The fact that a sub-
ject may be taboo because it is unpleasant or "not nice" should not deter
the thoughtful person from considering its problems. Those who manifest
excessive emotional feeling about any particular subject often develop such an
attitude as a protection against their own unconscious and unacknowledged
interest in that subject. This is well illustrated by the minister in the play Rain.
One can suspect that those who denounce adult homosexual individuals with
feelings of great hostility may very possibly be overreacting to their own uncon-
scious wishes in that direction.